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Dental Plan Provider Network Expanding
Delta Dental Plan of Kansas was awarded a three year contract  and will continue to administer the

dental plan for our group.  Special efforts are underway to increase the size of the Delta Preferred Option
(DPO) network in Kansas.  Employees can contribute to the increase in the DPO network by encouraging
their own dentists to become DPO providers.  Starting in 2005, the dental benefit reimbursement schedule
will change to lower out of pocket expenses for those participants using DPO providers. At the same time,
out of pocket expenses for using non-DPO providers will increase. The use of DPO providers reduces
expenses for both participants and the State of Kansas and, as importantly, it helps moderate the increase
in cost of the dental benefit.

For the first time, participants will be able to use the national network of Delta Dental plan providers for
all services.  This means benefits will be paid at the DPO or Premier level for services provided by Delta
dentists anywhere in the United States.

More good news is that the maximum amount payable for each person participating in the dental plan
is going up to $1,600 for Plan Year 2004.  The deductible for major restorative work will be $45 for one
person to a maximum of $135 for a family. Both of these changes are based on the experience of the
Dental Plan. That is, they are indexed to keep pace with the increases in costs that result from participant
utilization.  Remember – benefits paid for treatment of a dental accident or for orthodontic work do not
apply to your annual maximum for other covered services.
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